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y this morning? it was a day off work and a chance to
+ dressing in jeans and a flannel shirt, he stepped
the weather. The first signs of autumn could be seen
eaves, and felt in the chill morning air.

g when Paul walkKed into the Kitchen and removed & can
m the refrigerator. He sat down to have a cup of

rd a high-pitched droning noise coming from the den.
hat?" thought Paul as he walkKed intoc the den. On
omputer was buzzing. "What's up?" said Paul. A

n the computer terminal. "Holy shit! These guys

n minutes. How in hell are they going to get here?"

d from Mick Sawver for the past feuw uweekKs! he would,
gotten him completely but for the computer and deed
was, he had forgotten to query the machine about

or the galaxy. The message that two aliens were

few minutes caught him completely by surprise. At
hed that the computer uwould make aprointments for him
1y instructed not to do so0. From nhow on, he uwould
the damh machine to confirm appointments with him.

Paul was just completing his ruminations when he detected a faint

smell of oczone.

pecple. Well, al
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The other tuwo cre
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The aliehns merely
cursed Nick under
intelligent 1ife

After a few more
that he had not i

"Computer ,
visitors."

P

please

A blue haze filled the den, and out stepped tuwo

most people.

ou?" said Paul.

atures stared at him in a state of bewilderment.

aul Phillips. Mice of vou to stop by."

looKed at him with a puzzled expression. Paul
hisc breath, and wondered if there was any

in the galaxy.

bungled attempts at communication., Paul Pemembereq
nztructed the computer to act as translator.

translate for us. Extend my greetings to our
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The computer duti
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fully responded.

(at least Paul hoped that their expressions could be
es) and exchanged greetings with him. Paul asKed
selves comfortable before they got down to business.

of you something to eat or drink?"
to comply with their request.

askKed Paul .,

to have fresh Kelp or perhaps some Krill, do you?"
reatures.,

he negative.

rs some Wwater for myvself.
vour water?"

By the way, do you

lorinated.
he country.

I'm not sure if they fluorinate the water
lWhy do wou askK?"

one of which
kWould wou mind boiling the water before you

tremely sensitive to certain chemicals,
o ine .

ater, as requested, but was unsure of how to serwve
reature noticed Paul 's discomfort, and correctly

e to Paul 's uncertainty as to how to serve the water.
ips, bring the water in a bowl. You may add szome ice
off. I don't think the trace element of chlorine in
urb me."

Paul coffered the boul to hizs visitor who extended
At such close range

ed,
athery appendages to grasp it.
is creature looKed likKe a bipedal turtle. The

as a mottled brown over most of his body, and a tan
face. What would have been a shell in a terrestrial
-fitting carapice which covered both the backK and the
ture with scalloping for the arms, legs and neckK.
ared to be almost bony, but Paul guessed that it was
section of the leathery sKin that covered the

l1so0 noticed that the creature had five fingers, and
had four joints. The fifth finger uwas almost

The creature's facial features uere
Binocular wvision, a nose rather than a beak, and
ed eve ridges made the creature looK more human.
eminiscent of a reptile's houwever.
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in acquiring a planet.”

vour specifications?"

A combination of Oxvgen-
e a ratio of land to water of from 1 to 1.5 +to

.8 to 1.1 G? no sentient life form currently on the
perature of betuween 85 to 105 dgreees farenheit and
liKe no mammilian life forms present. By the uway.,
ect to vour person by that last requirement.”

¥ vou don't mind my askKing, why nho mammals?"

n our home system in the absence of mammals. In

& we have made with neighboring systems, uwe have
adapt more quickly to changes in climate and
ptiles or amphibians. Hence, they tend to become

& of species in those systems. Other animal forms
nd remain further down the evolutionary scale than

compete with mammilian forms, we were able to

e slowly, into an intelligent and civilized society.
le the planet in harmony and peace, each co-existing
Jur purchase of a hew planet will be a joint effort

"lLet me inform th
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After several re-
was chosen. The

galaxy, toward th
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somewhat closer t
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A price was agree

computer of wvour specifications and see which star
ts such as you seekK."

uter to begin the search, and within a matter of

55 Was complete.

hundred thousand planets to choose from, as my
e . Do wou have any particular location in mind,

o be as far away from mammals as possible, yvet near

orts were accomplished on the computer, a location
tar was located in a bacKuater section of the

end of one of the spiral arms. In mahy ways, it
1ike the Sun and its satellites. The planet uwas
its ztar than was Earth, being some 87 millioh
its source of heat and light.

upoh , and pavment terms settled. All that remained



Paul uwatched

in amazement as RaashKrssh vahished

inh a blue cloud.

Fishgatherer wakKemed him from his reverie.

"I should have Kn
calony before 10”%
their new preserwv
suppose it matters
lesson from the Ow

"You Know that pen

"Moo, I don't Know
I would imagine tH
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thousand wears ago
the little jokKe F1
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members. There i
Panteraan, except
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wn the Panteraan would be looKing for a neuw prey
At least this time they are willing to pay for

rather than taking it by force. Still, I don't

much to the prevw. At least they 've learned a

hinda."
son?" asKed Paul incredulously.
that one personally but I have heard of his clan.

at everyone in the galaxy has heard of the

veryone but me.
ut them since

If vou don't mind, I would 1ikKe to
it looKs liKe we'll be doing

ey are a rather large race, quite powerful

lined to be short-tempered. They are predatory by
nd by & fierce extended-family tie that they refer
r pride."

ve ever developed space travel? It does'nt seem
incl ined to co-operate with anvone for an extended

op space travel. They were colonized several
and eventually overpouwered the colonists. That was
eshrender made about intell igence in prey species."

humor that guy has. lWell they at least seem co-
o want to purchase a2 game preserve.”

AsK two Panteraan about something a
this

belies reality.
v receive two diametrically opposed ansuers.,"

hole lot but when vou do its a mouthful, no pun
he government must be involved to force a consensus
e preserve,”

e no government body to speakK of.," said
ey are composed of clans of up to two hundred

noe larger assembly than a clan recognized by the
in times of uwar or dire emergency. Occasionally,
r becomes strong enocough to declare himself King.
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the side of his f
through his hair.,
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reduction in fee.,
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capture. ke do n
species, and actu
intellect. Intel
haunt ohe's race.
leaving. I will

alternative sight

send for the deed and arrange for funds to be
gatherer and Stickeyvtongue were to return to Paul's
s to inspect the deed and take title to their

to thinK his earlier misgivings about this
olish. His first first sale was certainly
e following sales would be equally as rewarding.

ticKetytongue were preparing to leave when the now-
11 invaded Paul 's house.

st stepped a creature that frightened the hell out
1t was a feline bipedal , approximately six and one

ith an an extremely thickK bouwnish-black fur. It=
vellow, and its mouth was all fierce teeth. Its
if it ripped its words from its larynx, as meat

dly introduced himself, and askKed his guest if he

ance.

m called RaashKrssh of the Panteraan."

resh."

leshrender, since vou have trouble pronouncing my
Most of the non-carnivorous races have trouble with
es are usually too sibilant to pronounce the
. As I mentioned, I am a member of the Panteraan
to find a fprey preserve. We will reward you
locating a suitable world. Ideally, the habitat
ately 5@ to 55 degrees celszius in the temperate
refer a ratio of two to one land to uwater with a

raphv. Topographical features must contain a
rain-forest and savannah: other habitats would be a
ssary."

species," =aid RaashKrssh as he sheathed and
W on his first finger "we would require a minimum
E each habitat." He slowly ran a claw up and douwhn
ce as he spokKe, much liKe a man might run his hand
or scratch the side of his face with a fingernail.
becies are of course preferred. ke will, for a
zettle for octher forms of prey species such as
fish provided that they present a challenge in
ot require a high degree of intelligence in the prey
ally woculd prefer that they be of rather limited
ligent prey species have a way of comins back to

1f vou have no further questicns, I will be
be back in five earth days to inspect the list of
5-“
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than enough prey

I1'11 tell
that the
eating

"Well ,
It seems
our lions

"1 don't Know uwha
is either; but if
reckoned with, wo
a game preserve t
tell wou is that

these uworlds. Th
fang or claw, but
vour world in the
countless worlds

aspect of the natt
of vears as a dom
for predation, a

challenges. And
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very stable position in such a society,
ns come together there is no sense of shared
raderie. More often than not, when such a large
a fight will ensue."

however.

Panteraan decide that a new game preserve Was

not: at least not the entire assemblage of the
robably Fleshrender or one of the members of his
they wanted a new game preserve. All Panteraan 1iKe
speakK for the entire species’ makKes them feel

hing. That's not to say that the whole lot of them
he new world sconer or later. You have large

rld, don't yvou Mr. Phillips?"

ey are hot at all 1like the Panteraan."

et they are. Have vou noticed that the larger

all pacKs or by themselves? When the hunt is

rey is Killed, the hunter feeds first. If any food
members of the pack, or even other pacKs join in

t is similar with the Panteraan. If there is more
or the hunter, he shares his good fortune."

ou I was & little worried before wvou told me this.
Panteraan are nothing more than the equivalent of
alactic zebras."

a lion is, and I'm not sure what a galactic zebra
vou think the Panteraan are not a force to be

are sadly mistakKen. They have come here askKing for
Keep themselves active and fit? what they did not
hey train their young in predatory techniques on
v like to demonstrate their prowess by a show of
remember that they posess the ability to atomize
BlinKk of an eve. In fact they have atomized
ust for sport. And don't forget one very important
re of the Panteraan: they have lived for millions
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eed for stimuli, a need for mastering neu

ne final thing vou should remember: +the Panteraan
hod of disciplining one of their members. I see vou
azback by my last comment. Cons ider this, Mr.

o not reconize something as being uWrong, how can
e‘?ll

at they don't recognize any of their actions as

what I am saving."



"That is'nt possible."

"It | is possible, and alzoc fairly simple. If a Panteraan wants
somathing, he just takeszs it. If two Panteraan both want the same
thing, the strongser one takes it. If an entire clan wants something,
¥ou had better give it to them, and give it to them quickly. On rare
occasions, when the entire species want something, well a galaxy
would'nt be large enough to hide from them."

"Of course, they do encounter problems as a result of their rather odd
behavior. If a Panteraan decides he no longer wants something, he
Just walKs auway. I have heard reports that in the middle of a battle,
an entire clan of Panteraan have walkKed auway because they lost
interest. How mucgh truth there is to such an assertion, I can't say.
I have seen them appear to lose interest in more trivial matters, and
abandon them as disconcertedly as possible.”

"Holy shit. And these guws want to buy a vacation resort from me.
What the hell am 1 supposed to do."

"Sell them a nice world populated with small, dim-witted mammals, as
far away from our new world as possible. Mke'll be bacK in three
davs."

lWith that, Fishgatherer and SticKeyvtongue departed in a blue haze.

Paul Phillips walkKed over to his computer terminal, and typed in the
following mescsage! "Sauwver , where the fuck have you been lately? If
its not too much trouble, how about stopping by so I could determine
what the melting point of plastic is. Your friend, Paul."

Paul walked into the den and sat down in his favorite chair with a
bottle of beer and a blowtorch.
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